4. THE PROFESSOR

(Nissim Ezekiel)
ESSAY ANSWER
How does Ezekiel describe the meeting between the Professor
and his student? -
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The Professor’s sons:

The retired Geography Professor introduces himself as
Professor Sheth who once taught Geography to that student. Then
he_describes his current position, his family and his health All his
children are well-established in their life. One of his sons is. a Bank
Manager, and another one is a Sales Manager. But his third son i
not doing so well as the other two. He regards him as the ‘blaclli

sheep’ of the family. -

The Professor’s daughters:

The professor then talk ik
Tarala. T : s about his daughter
lawaaie vl;er); a;iec?abl;;? %d arelcadingls haPng lifes. ,HSi:r:;:sagi
eleve e i professor proudly say 2
S S!tlu %I; aliltdszl;l;dﬂr;n He asks his student how Igaii;’yiss.;ll';:t }l:e has 8
s ree and the professor'says th ‘ o A has 9
amily planning these days, s that people are going

The Professor’s health:




Jive for a hundred years. He then asks the student abou.t his health
and he is happy t0 hear that he is keeping it up well.

Conclusion:

He jokes with his student that the latter was like a stick earlier
but now he has gamed weight and become a ‘man of weight and
consequence.’ Finally, the professor asks him to pay a visit to his

house.

PARAGRAPH ANSWERS
What does the Professor say about his family?
Ans: Reproduce Para 2 and 3 of the essay:.

5. What does the Professor say about his héalth?
Ans: Reproduce Para4 and 5 of the essay.

SHORT ANSWERS

1. What does the Professor say about his sons?

Al his children are well-established in their life. One of his
sons is a Bank Manager, and another is a Sales Manager. But
his third son is not doing so well as the other two. He regards

him as the ‘black sheep’ of the family. .

2. What does the Professor say about his daughters?

The professor talks about his daughiers, Sarala and Tarala.
They are married and are leading a happy life. His sons-in-
law are very nice boys. ' . o

3. What does the Professor say about famlly planning?'
The professor proudly says that he has eleven grandchildren.
He asks his student how many issues he has. The student
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says three and the professor says that people are going in for
family planning these days which is good.

What does the Professor say about his health?

He is proud that he is keeping good health because of his
good habits in youth. He s sixty-nine years old now and hopes
to live for a hundred years. He then asks the student about
his health and he is happy to hear thathe is keeping it up well.

Give an example of a mistake made by the Professor?
“Other also doing well, though not so well.

Every family must have black sheep.”

Who does the Professor call “black sheep’?

Two sons of the Professor are well-settled in life. But the
third son is jobless. The Professor calls him the black sheep
in the family.

What is the Professor’s view about values?

He says that the country is progressing. Old values are -
disappearing and in their place new values are coming up.
These changes happen in leaps and bounds.

From which diseases is the Professor free? What reason
does he assign for this?

The Professor is sixty-nine. He is free from diabetes, blood
pressure and heart attack. This is because of the sound habits
he had in his youth.

How does the Professor recall his student’s fduth?

The student was very thin like a stick. But now he has become
a man of weight and consequence. | '
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you say that the Professor is courteous? How?

py to see his student. He asked his
le residence if he happened to come
s his courtesy.
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student to visit his humb
that side by chance. This show

COMPREHENSION

State whether the following sentences are true or false.

(Refer Text Book, “Medley -3”, Page No.44)
Nissim Ezekiel portrays a Professor of geography in the poem.
| - True

The professor is not in good' health now. - False

He describes his daughter as the black sheep in the family.

= _ - False
The professor has nine grandchildren. _ False
The professor talks about academics to his past student.
- False

Choose the correct alternative for each q-uestion.
Once I taught (taughUhad taught) you geography.

All my children are (were/are) well settled in life.
Every family must (mﬁst/should) have black sﬁecp..
We have to change ﬂ'@_ (with/ac:'cording to) timés |
Evcrythingis (are/is) happening with leaps a;ld bounds

Fill in_tl.le blanks for the following
I am retired, though my _hglm is good

All my children are well-settled inlif
_ _ €.
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3 Every family must have a black sheep -

These are days of family planning .

4- .

5. Thisis because ofwd_hab_it_s in youth.

IV. Explain with reference to the context.

1. Other also doing well, though not so well.

Context: ik o | N
This passage is taken from Nissim Ezekiel’s “The Professor”,

Here, the Professor talks about his third son.

Explanation: - . | ; | :
The retired Geography Professor introduced himself to his

student. He said that all his children were well-established in their life.
One of his sons was a Bank Manager and another one was a Sales
Manager. But his third son was not doing so well as the other two.

2.  How many issues you have? Threce?

Context: :

‘This passage is taken from Nissim Ezekiel’s “The Professor”.
Here, the Professor asked the student how many children he had.

Explanation: _

The professor talked about his daughters. They were married

and were leading a l}appy life. His sons-in-law were very nice. The
professor proudly said that he had eleven grandchildren. He asked his
student how many issues he had. The student <as ‘Lo had i
Sl _ . | dent Sa1d that l;le had three

3. Owur progress is progressing. e -y K

Context: . .

_ Th.iS passage iS taken fl'O L g " . _ . bt - i

| om Nissim Ezekiel’s ‘ »

Here, the Profe ] Xiel's “The Professor”.
ofessor talks abouf development in the country,
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Explanation:

- The professor proudly said that he had eleven grandchildren. 4
asked his student how many issues he had. The student said three 'anz
the professor said that people were going in for family planning thesé
days. He was not against it. It was necessary to change with times. He
said that India was progressing.

4. You were so thin, like stick

Context:

This passage is taken from Nissim Ezekiel’s “The Professor” .
The Professor told the student how he was as a student.

Explanation:

The Professor was proud that he was keeping good health because
of his good habits in youth. He was sixty-nine years old now and hoped
to live for a hundred years. He then recalled the student’s school days
and said that he was very thin like a stick.

5. I am living just on oppésite'hous'e ’s backside.
Context: |
~ This passage is taken from Nissim Ezekiel’s “The Professor”.
The Professor said where he lived. :

Explanation:

The Professor j oked with his student that the latter was like a q
stick in his student days but now he had gained weight and become a
‘man of weight and consequence.’ Finally, the Professor asked him to
pay a visit to his house. He said that he lived on the “opposite house’s -
backside”. g -
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