UNIT I - DRAMA

{. LADY MACBETH’S SOLILOQUY
Act -1 Scene V
(William Shakespeare)

ESSAY ANSWER

What do you come to know from Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy? -

Introduction | ;
When the sé¢ene opens we see Lady Macbeth reading her

husband’s letter. The letter talks about Macbeth’s meeting with the
witches and their prophecies. She decides to make her husband |

King at any cost.

Macbeth’s letter :
acbeth wrote in his letter that the witches met him while he

was returning from the war. Their knowledge of things was more
than that of human beings’. One of the witches said that Macbeth
would become King. Lady Macbeth said to herself that Macbeth
had already become the Thane of Glamis and the Thane of Cawdor.
He would certainly become King but his kind nature stood in the
way. She wished to pour courage into his ears. ‘

Lady Macbeth’s thoughts

Then a servant came and said that Kin

g Duncan was coming
to Macbeth’s castle that night. Lady Macbeth

was extremely pleased

thoughts in her. Her blood should be

made thi il
should be replaced with gall. o e bmaSt il
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SHORT ANSWERS

What did Macheth know about the witches?

Ihe witches met Macbeth on the day of his success. They
spoke to Macbeth and from thelr speech Macheth could
understand that they had more knowledge than anan betngs,

'
How did Lady Macheth react after rending Muacheth's
letter?
Macheth had already become the Thane of Glamis and the
Thane of Cawdor. Lady Macbeth said that he would become
King too as the witeh prophesied. But she feared Macheth's
pnature. He was full of human Kindness,

What did Lady Macbeth wish to do with her husbhand?
Macheth was full of human kindness, Lady Macbeth wished
(o pour her spirits into his ears, She wished to chastise him
for his Kindness and meekpess. These were the things that
stood in the way of his becoming King,

What did Lady Macbeth wish when she heard of A
Duncan's arcival to her castle? ,
She requested the spinits to hill her with murderous thoughts
and unsex her. She wanted to be filled with cruelty. Her blood
should be made thick and her breast milk should be replaced

with gall.

What did Macbeth tell his wife about Duncan?
He told her that King Duncan was visiting their castle that
night. He had plans to return the next day. -

What did Lady Macbeth advise her husband?
People could easily read Macbeth's thoughts by lool
his face. Hence, he should bear s eloom ‘
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and tongue. He should look like the innocent flower but be

the serpent under it. All that Duncan wished should be provided
for. But Lady Macbeth should be allowed freedom to act as

she wished.

COMPREHENSION

State whether the following sentences are true or false.
(Refer Text Book, “Medley - 3", Page No.50)
The witches met Macbeth on the day of success. - True
Lady Macbeth is too full 0" the milk of human kindness.
; - False
Macbeth was hailed as the Thane of Cawdor. - True
Macbeth is 1oo full 0" the milk of human kindness.
- True
Macbeth is not ambitious by nature. - True

Choose the correct alternative for each question.

They met me in the day of success: and | have (have/
had) learmned by the perfect est report.

thnllamwmuedlwasbunnng)mdemtoquuﬁon '
them further, they made themselves air, into which they

vanished. N

That thou mightst not _lose (lose/loose) ﬂn of
rejoicing, by being ignorant of what m sromised

mekinsm_(héscomdcomu), ere to. righ I
Thy letters have (have/had) t s aasiatl
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ontext:

This passage is taken from Shakespeare’s “Lady Macbeth
Soliloguy”. Here, Lady Macbeth expresses her wish to be unsexed.

Explanation:

A servant informed [Lady Macbeth that King Duncan was
coming to Macbeth’s castle. It was great news to Lady Macbeth.
She was much pleased to hear it. She said that Duncan’s arrival
was going to be fatal to him. She requested the spirits to unsex her
and make her manly.
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